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“Turkey’s New Strategy in the Middle East”

Researcher:

Alaa Mohammad Ismail
Abstract:

The strategic balance in the Middle East is one of the most complex issues in the international system due to the
intertwining of regional and international interests and the numerous security, political, and economic challenges facing the
region. In this context, Turkey emerges as a key player striving to strengthen its regional position and achieve a strategic
balance that ensures its influential role in managing crises and geopolitical transformations.

Turkey is one of the pivotal countries in the Middle East due to its unique geographical location, which connects
Europe and Asia, in addition to its historical role as a regional power with significant influence. With the successive political
and economic changes in the region, Turkey has become a major actor seeking to establish a strategic balance between
regional and international powers, making its foreign policy a subject of great interest.

Furthermore, Turkey is considered one of the most prominent regional actors in the Middle East, playing a central
role in the region’s strategic balance due to its distinctive geographical location, economic strength, military capabilities, and
complex relations with regional and international powers. Since the establishment of the Turkish Republic in 1923, Ankara
has pursued evolving policies based on national security requirements and strategic interests, positioning itself as a
fundamental player in shaping geopolitical transformations in the region.

Amid the rapidly changing landscape of the Middle East—including regional conflicts, intensifying competition
among major powers, and shifting power dynamics in neighboring countries—Turkey seeks to achieve a strategic balance
that ensures its influence in political, economic, and security affairs. Additionally, its intricate relations with the United
States, Russia, the European Union, Iran, and the Arab world further reinforce its position as a key player in determining the
course of regional events.

Keywords: Strategic balance — Middle East — Turkish role - Turkish strategy.
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